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Mr; George Keith's Sermon, &c. 


LUKE, 1f. Chap. Verſ. 6. 
And they were both Righteous before God, walking- 
in all th: Commandments and Ordinances of the 

. Lord blamelefr. K79 


Relcwed; _ | 
WF OU have an Account of a Prieſt, or Teacher, with 
Wy - his Wife, both which being ancient, and as Sainf 
es - Zuke here ſaith, Righteous too befure God, walking 
jv all the Commandments and Ordinances blameleſs;, yet for 
pg gay pretences, the Man was turned Infidel, and 
did,-or at leaſt could not believe the Commands and Ordi- 
natices of 'the Lord; and ſo in Juſtice was ftricken Dumb, 
becauſe he did not believe God's Words, which ſhall be ful- 
filled in their ſeaſon, verſ. 20, 'Now in-taking my leave of 
my Old and well-Beloved Friends, namely the People called 
Qxakers, to which I was once Joyned, and made ((as' Za 
#harias was) a Teacher among them; and (according to 
their and my weak Opinion) rightcons before God, walk- 
ing in (as they and I thought) all the Commandments and - 
Ordinances of the Lord blamelefs, &c- But fince growing | 
in Years, ſo in Knowledge too, being 1 hope (as Zacharias 
was) better inſtructed by the bleſſed Spirit @abriel, which. 
tands in the Preſence of God, and ſo comes from bim £0 
bring as glad-tyGings to me as it did to Zachartas, to ftriks 
me for my Infidelity, Dumbz and not able to ſpeak vari 

the time be accompliſhed, or fulfilled in their Seaſons, werſ: 
" 19, 20. And fome People waited for the man Zacharias, end 
tarveledy but when be came out be could n0t-ſpeak ro them, 
4. © Now'yon, my derly Beloved, with whom-I now travail 
'* _ i= this. New Birth, to apply this to. wy ſelf, and you for 
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- which I hope and find is now; for you are not igaorant 


; to his, and mine own Houſe ; So that it is no Myſtery nei- 


T 5 i 


; : , —_ 

our Edification, you are not inſeafible- that I» -and my "To "M 

pouſe, both here, and in Perſdvanja, were as youty © 
nay,, and alſo as we then thought, righteous bee ' © 
fore God, walking in all the Commandments and Ordinan» 
ces of the Lord. blameleſs ; but fince it has pleaſed the Ale 
mighty to ſend to me his bleſſed Spirit, to ſhew. not only 
my but your Infidelity alſo, that we haye not been ſo Righe 
teous as we ſhould have been, as to have had Conſciences 
always void of Offence both towards God and Man; neither 
have we walked in the Commandments and Ordinances of 
the Lord blameleſs: And ſince God Almighty has (as he 
did to Zacharias) been pleaſed to ſend his bleſſzd Spirit to 
diſcover our Errors, (which I muſt confeſs were like to the 
Fews altogether through Ignorance, and fo I hope pardon- 
able) and to ſhew thoſe glad Tydings, viz. what the real 
Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord are, that wg 
may walk in them and be blameleſs, . 

And ſince for my Infideliry, the All-wiſe God ſuffered me 
to be ſtruck Dumb, till the accomplithed Time and Seaſon, 


that thoſe People, before mentioned, which both you and 
I had, (being then joyned to) had, (and I hope ſti} have) a 
tenderneſs for z they I ſay, for my Infidglity, by God's per- 


here, 1 being Anathamatized, or Excommunicated by them, 
became as it were to them Dumb, and Spzechleſs 3 at which 
you and ſome others which waited upon me there, marvel- 
led, as thoſe did at Zacharias, verſ. 21, 22, 23. thinking 
and truly ſuppoſing that I (as he) had ſeen a Viſion, or 
Spirit,-which made me, as it did him (depart from them) 
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ther to them nor yon, that þ was obliged to Teach and 
Inftru&@ privately in Holes and in Corners, as in this little 
Hall, &c, But thanks be to God, being by the bleſſed Spirit 
better inſtructed in Righteouſneſs in general, and in all the 
Commands and Qrdinances of the Lord, to be withqurt ſpot - 
or blame 3; the Time being accompliſhed, and my Tongue 
Jaofed, to ſpeak of the Righteauſneſs towards Man as well 
as God, and ty walk not as you and T have formgnaly, not 
liceully in... 
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&” {ome (and.not jn all) of the' Commandments and Ocdinan- 


ces of the Lord Blameleſe. 2 

- ; And; now having by the aforeſail Spirit, had a Call to 
the true Church, which I find has a Righteouſneſs to Men as 
well as God, and walks in and keeps not only 'ſome, but 
all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord blame- 
Jeſs, 1 muſt hutnbly and heartily take leave of this' private 
Place, wherein Errors have been both (as 1 muſt ſincerely 


confeſs) jgnorantly, and wilfully broached and taught; bur - 


E neither ſhall, nor will take lcave of you my dearly Belo- 
ved, for whom 1 have 'been as it were in Bonds, and tra- 
Vailed, and do now travail that both you and:I reſorting, 
and fleeing to the true Church as a Sanctuary, 'may with old 
gackarias, verf. 68. to the Soth. Bleſs the: Lord God which. 
hath viſited -and redeemed us his People, by raiſing up an 
Horn'of Salvation for vs, that: we ſhovld be ſaved from our 
Enemies, and from the Hand of all that hate us, to' ſerve 
him for the future without fear, in ' Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs before Him all the Days of our Lives ; for having piveri 
a better knowledge of Salvation nnto us his People, by the 
Remifſron of our Sins, through the tender Mercy of our God, 
whereby the 'Day-ſpring from on High hath viſited us, to give 
Light to them (that is - others of our Friends that are left 


behind) that 'now - (as we once did) {it iy Darkneſs, and in - 


the ſhadow 'of Death, and to guide both their and our Feet into 
the Way of Peace. . 1 4 ne Fs Is ; , ge Ws 
** Thus havirg explained the Text, by declaring and com: 
P3ring Old Zachariass Condition with mine own, I come 
now from the Words ſoread : Firſt, 'I'o declare what the 
True Church is;.' which may eafily be diſcovered by the 
Infallible Marks following. ' Secondly, What that Righteoul- 
- nels is, which+- makes, and will make any blameleſs. And, 
Thirdly, What the Commandments of God were and are. 
And Eaftly ; What Otdinances the 'Lord has appointed 
im his-Church, that all true' Chriſtians may walk in, and fo 
obſcrve and keep them, ſo'as to be'blameleſs ; and then ſhall 
make-ſome Inferences, -anud Applications from, and of what. 
} have faid, &o, <—— True, ſince amidft the great diverkity 
ard voptroriety of Opirions,' which atipreſent-are 'in the 
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= which as St. Jude faith, was once delivered to the Saints; itmay- ; bi 


ſeem a matter of extream difficulty, which is the right and 


true Faith of the Goſpel: Yet | muſt 'ang can aſſure you, 


that the difficulty doth not ariſe ſo much from the Nature 
of the thing,-as it doth from Men and; Womens corrups 
Intereſts and Aﬀe@ions, in diſputing, aboat the Faith ; 

' Therefore abſtrating from theſe, I ſhall now firff, by 
God's aſſiſtance, endeavour to ſet before you the chief Che 
YaRers of a True Goſpel Faith, hy which you may judge whas 
the True Church is, and where it is to be found: Now a 
Goſpel Faith js an Ancient Primitive Faith; for Truth»+you 
know was from the beginning yea, divers of the Doftrines 
with which our Savioxr enlightened thoſe that came to bim 
yere from the Aforal Law, before his Perſonal Appearance : 
for as he well ſaid, Abraham ſaw his Day, (that is) his great 
Truths and Ways: For our Bleſſed Lord was the Auther and 
Finiſher of our Faith, in him it begun, and was conſumated 
in his Perſonal Teachings and InſtruQions of his immediate 
Diſciples and Apoſtles, who by the unerring guide, viz, 
The Spirit left tous what they had received frem him, 
True, natural Traths are more and more diſcovered by 


Time; for many go too and fro, ſo that Science is increaſed : }. 
But the Divine Truths are maſt perfe& in their. Fountain, * 


and Original, they indeed may, and do contratt Impurities 
io their Streams, and remote Derivations. So that the 
way to diſcover the Corruptions, is to ſtand upon the old 
Ways, and ſee how it was in the Original or Beginning, 
whether that Righteouſneſs which is taught, is to ar ay 
wgll as to God: For a good Conſcience muſt and ſhould be 
always void of Offence towards both ; and whether their 
walking is, and has been in all the Commandments and Or- 
ainange: of the Lord or no ? if it has but been only in ſome, 
and nct inall, verily it cannot, nay, muſt not be accounted 
blameleſs. ' So. by this firſt and rrue Charafter of a true 
Church, and Faith, two very dangerous Extreams are con- 
Aemned} as firft, that of the now Rowan Church, whoſe Do- 
Etrines 'and Uſages, which are truly denyed by that Church 
to which 1 am now'joyned; theſe following are in compa- 
Tiſoh, Novelties and Innovations, viz, their Image Worſhip, 
Imougiions of Saints, Half Commuuion, Prayer in' an unknous 
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F Tongue, their pretended Infallibility, and Univerſairy, with 


divers others, &c. which whatſoever they pretend to - [ 
can aſſure you, ntany of the, Learned Divines of the Church 
to which 1 adhere, have proved that all the beforementi- 
oned, were generally unknown in the F:r/t, and pureſt Times 
and ſo muft be contrary to a Goſpel Faith and True Church, 
Fhe Second on the other Extream Is, that Fasrh of the' moſt 
of the New Scats is to be Condemned, becanſe of its No- 
velty, and Innovation: For where was Presbytery, Indepen- 
dency, Anabaptiſm and Ouakeriſm of Gld ? True, I muſt 
confeſs that-there were ſome ſuch like Hereſjes ſwiming in 
the Brains of ſome Ignorant, but Conceited Men and Wo- 
men then; yet never as we Read were they in any genera] 
Practiſe any where : For the Eldeſt we Read of, were not 
above Three Hundred Years ago; and ſome have ſprung 
vÞ even in this laft Century or Age, which to my Sorrow 
and Shame, I mu{} confeſs my ſelf to haye been of : and to 
havegrown and ſprung. pp even from Mine, and otheryg 
fickle Fancys, and vain [maginations: And God knows how 
ſoon, now eyen amongſt ſuch, 'and ſo many Confuſions, o- 
ther new yet unheard of Se&s, and Hereſies may ariſe, and 
all te the further dividing of the true Church by Law 
Eſtabliſhed, and the ſcandal of Chr ift:an Faith and Religions 


C. / 
* True, all Theſe like the Phariſees, may profeſs a great 

any Truths of the Goſpel Faith, yet for all that, (as their's 
had ) may have too much Leaven to ſpoil the whole Lump : 
But as the true Faith was of- Old, ever from the begin» 
ing : So Secondly, it was, and is to be both Pure, and Peace- 
de: for St. Zames 3. 17. Aſſares us, that Wiſdom or Truth, 
which is from above, 5s firſt Pure, than Penccable, Gentle, and 
eaſie ro be intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits ;, without 
Partiality and without Hypoerifie : teaching and procucing Purt- 
ty, Holmeſs, and Righteouſneſs in Eife and Heart : For the 
Poſineſs of it both was, and is to conform us unto 
Chriſt, and to make ns Holy as he wasz and that in all 
manner of our Converſations, as 1 Per. 2, 15, 16. And'not 


only Holy, but Peaceable alſo; for Chriſt was the-Prince. 
of Peace, and his Goſpel the Goſpel of Peace, -and not 


of Confufion, as is tnanifeſted, 1 Cor, 24. fromthe 33. to _ 
tb: er. a y* 0- >> 4 . = 'end. 
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| end. For God is wot the Author of Confuſton, but of Peace 
' Asin all Churches of the Saints, let your - Women keep Silence 
in the Churches, for it is not permitted them to” Sp:ak ©; but they 
are Commanded to be under Obedience, ds alſo Fe the Law, 
&c. By which ſecond CharaQer of a true -Church, there 
are likewire theſe two aforeſaid dangerous Extreams, Con- 
 Cemned and Confuted : The firſt o& which, viz. Popery, 
which apparently teaches not only dire& Impieties, and 
Immoralities, by the conſequences of its Doftrines z but al- 
ſo endeavours to Deſtroy both, Ecclckaftical and Civil 
. Peace. For Fuft, by their 1dollatries, and Invocation of 
Saints and Angels ;z which by the Prophets and Apoſtles, is 
termed Spiritual Fornication and Whoredom, by Diſhon= 
ouring God's Majeſty, and Aﬀronting his Glory: Theſe 
then muſt undonbtedly be accounted great Impieties z and 
likewiſe their Doarines and PraRices of Depoſtng, and 
Mutthering Princes, by abſolving People from their Alle- 
giance, and diſpercing- with their Perjuries and Rebellions ; 
all whichare verily high Immortallties, and clear contra- 
ry to the Spirit, -and deſign of the Holy Jeſus, whichcame 
to redeem unto himſelf a 'Peculiar People, zealous of go 
Works: Nay, beſides theſe, they even ſtrike at the Root 
and main Deſign of Chriſtianity, by theſe following Do- 
Arines, which renders Repenrance, - and Change of Life 
. pnnecefſary. For as they think.ſo are apt to believe, that the 
Favour of- God, and Eternal Salvation, may be: had upon 
eaſter Terms; namely, Croſles, Pitgrimages, Ave Mariny, 
Whipings,' &c. Faſtings often, with a bare Confeſſion and 
Abſolution : They (1 fay) do not only think, but alls 
zeally 'believe, that theſe will do their Buſinefs; or if thefe 
will-not, but to Pug atory they muſt go + Yet theſe ſuppoſe, 
and verily believe,that ifthey can buc you! Money enough 


| 40 leave for fach a number of Mzfſes and Dirgies ; then 


| they ſhall be ſecored of being Prayed out thence -* So that 
| the greateſt defign of the Goſpel, whichis real inward'Ho- = 
linels, is Deſtroyed by them; for they never ſo much as 


 *fhink ofa Neceſliry of Cutting off right Hands, and pluck- _ _ 
ing ont Eyes, that is of Subduing,. and reſcinding all inor- 
dinate Appertites and AﬀeCtions, which are the great diffi- | 
6ukies of Religion 3 Theſe they account hard Sayings; and 
= | _ _eanna- 
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© bdnnot endure either to hear of or praftiſe them! Nay,moted | 
. over as for their Unpeaceable Temmpers, and Behaviours, 


both in-Spiritual and Temporal, concerns that's Manifeſted, 
not only from our own, but Forreign Hiſtories, And 
the other dangerous Extream js, there are many SeQts which, 


Forſooth pretend (as1 once did to my 'Shame be it ſpoken) 


to Purity and Spirituglity : ' Saying, That Gad ſees no Sin in, 
bus Saints or Ele&, they belng without Sin, a Precious and Choice 
People z 'yea, affirming, That God loves not for the ſake of Ho= 
lineſs and Virtue, but freely (i, E.) for no reaſon, but meer un- 
accountable Will: And if it be ſo, then it's in vain, far any. 
to amend their Lives, or to live Sobcr!y, Righteouſly, and 
Godly, in order to their acceptance with God: tho? they 
are contrary in all manner of Converſation z ( as may. be 
inferr'd from their DoQrine ) yet theſe have been raughr, 
and fo fondly think that by being God's Choſen, or Belo- 
yed, they ſhall be ſaved, which abominable and abſurd! Do= 


' Qtrine, bas not only the Malignity of \the worſt of Popery, 


but of Heatheniſm too; tor ic makes good Works unne-. 
ceflary, &c. True, they have a Faith indeed, but it's very 


Airy, which is only a receiving, truſting, and relying upon- 


Chriſt by, and in which they do wel}, being parts of 
true Faith; But even this the Devils have, and practiſe, 
which as St. Fames 2. 19. 26, tells us, is Dead, and Inſigni-. 
ficant alone, to the purpoſe of Juſtification, and Acceptance 
with God. Fats go, TG 

Nay, Further you know, that the impated Righteouſneſs, 
of Chriſt, is a great Truth, rightly underſtood © But ſome 
Sets abuſe it to this falſe Notton, that all the Righteouf 
neſs which Chriſt wrought, is formerly and properly theirs, 
a$--if they themſelves had done it. So they fondly think 
that by Chriſt's Holineſs, they can, and are made Holy and. 
Righteous, tho' they have none of their own; All whichis, 


' apparently contrary to that. in St. John 3. 9-, Lilile Child: en 


let no Man deceive you ; He that doth Righteouſneſs 3s Righteouts 
So theſe which I have mentioned, That have ſuch. Solifidi- 
an apd Antinomian Notions, by placing ( as I did once) 


their Religion in the Fancy, as the 'Pa;1ts do. theirs, m,/ 


ſome External 'Services ; do both effeQtually take away the 


I Kicelity of a real Reformation, aut! true Goodneh,” N aY rg 
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1 might 29d a great many more ſuch as their DoQtrines of 


Infirmities; by which they are apt to excuſe themſelves. 
it their, Spiritual Sins, and their Decrying Morality, as 

a'dhll; low, Graceleſs Thing ; crying up the Immoral pra- 

&iſes of Schiſme and Diſobedience, which: they indulge, 
anddefend themſelves in. True, 1 muſt canfeſs that there: 
are. many miſled, abuſed Perſors, of peaceable and quiet, 
Spirits among theſe SeQaries : So that we as Chriſtians. 
are to pray, and endeavour that ſuch may be regained. And 
in'a!} Humble ſubmiſſion to my Goverours, | It the-Grand | 
Conincil the next Seffions, thinks fit to abate ſome leſſer. 
things in Conſideration of ſucty verily it would (in my weak. 
Jadgmenc in al} Chriſtian Countries) be eſteemed Chafity.. 
and Kindneſs, which 1 am confident no true Chriſtian either . 
would, or could diſlike : But alas, I am not infenſible that , 
thoſe which are..of the right Seftarian —_ Temper, ; 
wilt (as 1 formerly did) never reſt or ſerfle -any where, , 


' nor he ſatisfied with.any Gonceſſion : /God  Alwighty indeed |, 


may change their. Miads by his Power : But I am afraid , 
nothing leſs can. So that all, bÞth you, and I, and others. 


of 'ghr' Church can, ..and muſt do, is'only to pray to God 


forthe Converſion of ſuch. For we have found, and I have 

ſome Reaſon to, think may. now find again, as it's feared by 

woful Experience, that nothing leſs than the whole Wills ' 
of ſome, and an entire Subjettion to their Fancies, havevr . 
will content them: for if ſuch were granted all, as they . 
were formerly, we cannot be aſſured thar theſe wonld pleaſe:, 
lotgz only this we know, that.formerly-they'did-nor; nay, + 


as St: Fade in bis, EpiBtle, wer. 12. ſaith, ſach 4 Whimſical | 


art Diſcontented People, are. as: Clouds withour Water, 
carried abcur with every Wind: For:.it is certain, that let ., 
the Wind, be where it: will to. Day, none cao ay from what 


2Cted by their private Spirit, (as God knows I was once } 
which is, as ob{erycdas little, certain as the Wind ; for (as 
I hive found by woful Experience ) the Oplninns tt ſuggeſts, 
arc nem:rous, .and all accoputed Divine and Sacred! vix. 
Gofpel-Truths, Goſpel-Ways, which forſooth, muſt not be-par- 


' ted withs Na, in no wiſe - Yea, #l]l Laws and Coaſtituti- 


ons of Government muſt be thwart:d, and overthrown ra» 
B rather : 
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-Tdols of the Imaginations of ſach; Oh ! what Bleſſed Do- 
ings. and Days  can-we expect thence? "What Peace” agd. 
Femper. have ſprung from ſuch Principles; the Hiſtories of 
Germany, :r England, and / Scorland, make us" remember far 
cavtivn .only.:. So I heartily: wiſh, that” no 'fuch People in. 
this Ape, did or would nat remember them fo well, by to 
pur ham, in Sagowrny which if 'they do; *we' have no refuge 
th al kt hat: daily Petition,' and ſay, Fathir not ours, but . 
ok in:Eartb,'&s it 5s in Heaven, | Which brings. 
- x wa lar and: Laſt i particular Mark-or Sign,” to know 
a true Gfturch by,--and that is; ttiat al whith it commands, 
» both ang and" Certain, which the Wiſeman a 
yes Prov. 20. ,27- i Thay the Under ſtardin my of of Man, ts the 
of the. Lord, the Light of Reaſon 55 bis "Light ; with 
ie true | .ight hath entightned evety one that cometh 
3-And-now one Light ſhouJd not be contrary 
tothe othe r 3 Ther e is, [ mult confeſs, a difference in degree, 
bat 06, oppo TL IIgR, Nature, ſo Faith and' Reaſon accord 2... 
| anjatof Reaſon, for it's the higheſt Reaſonto | 
dy. andthe belief 'of our Reaſon, is an 'a& of . 
ab .in_the. Triad and goodneſs of God, which 
pivesbo., ties. to.delude or deceive him : If ſo _be 
he doth | ut ns Exerciſe and Em ploy them; yea, by 
Faith,” Reaſon >is further: enlghrned, "anne by the uſe of 


-the; true Faith, that thoſe which! had it. 
i=, Sbirit, of: God,: Signed It with their Blood,. 
we ſpe king/33-hey: were inſpired-:' 'and'that they were 
44 Kan fond! Sryagination, 'or' bold, Preſumption : . 
1 792 :b-afſhred by. theſe mighty Mitatles they were. 
__ led $0 Mo Theſe. are Go&*s Seat,” and a grand 
Corfirmgties. of a Commiiſſon from him, -an& to that proct 4 
of their - ofbrines both Cbri/t, and: his "fpoftles continuall 
- Appealed,- Here was, and is then the firm 1 reaſonable Fc 
datigr of. the Chriſtian certainty: the Truths we are. to 
4 believe, were ronſirmed by Miracles, than which there Le: 
? r s 
1 : ; - F So 


Reaſon. i is applyed; :&6. 

' $0 true Religion, and: Reaſon Fireetly doree: , For nothing 
cafi be Relig ; that is-unreaſtnable, *which 'made the great 
Apoſtle 6 Qbriftian- Religion {a' Reaſonable Service, 
Yea, 10' 6 


i= ther: £ "Nay, Love, Peace, and all #24 be Sacrificed to the *Þ. 
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beno greater, Evidence by which laſt CharaQer theſe two before 
cited; "= ugghr are Diſpiſed and Condemned : As 
Firft;. that of Popery, whic impeſorh on the Minds of Men as 
Articles of Relzgron,. things that are both Extream Unreaſonable, 
Ablacd, and Uncertain, viz. Theſe namely, the Worlhipping of 
inviſible Beings. by Images of Wood, Stone, or ſome Mettal, &c. 
but more eſpecially that Doarine of T, ranſubtantiation, which is 
full of Contradiftions : Since theaſſerting that the ſame Body may 
bein a Thouſand places at once; anc that it may be divided into 
Parts, tho'not intowholes Theſe and a numerous other Abſur- 
dities fo the Reaſon of Mankind, are contained in that ſenſetels- 
Myſtery of Tranſubfantiation, to defend which their Doftors 
have been, andare forced to deny Reaſon, and ſay that the ſame 
thing may, and can be, and not-be, &*c. 
— But Baeyos, If neither Reaſon, nor ſo muchas our Senſes may 
be betieved ; Pray what- aſſurance can we have of any thing ? 
But Oh! What aſſurance had Petey to ſtrengthen his Gaggering. 
Faith about our Saviour's Reſurre&tion? This only, and that 
particularly from his Lord, viz. Stretch out thine hand and thruft 
it into my fide, and be not faithleſs, but believing. Nay, further, 
the now Reman Church deſtroys the Ground of Certainty, by an 
innumerable Company of Lying Wonders; which you may Read 
of in their Legends, which the Prieſts do impudently obtrude upon 
the belief of the filly and tenorant People only for proof, an 
confirmation of their Religion, But on the other Hand, the Sefts 
and Sepratiſts being in as dangerous an Extream concerning Faith, 
&c. For I found, and have now juſt Reaſon to acknowledge, 
that the greateſt part of my Religion, when among them, was 
made up of ſenſeleſ(s"and abſurd ' Notions , (which I am now 
aſhamed of) they being { as we were wont) ſet forth in unin- 
telligible fantaſtical Phraſes; by (as 2 Per 3. 16. ſaith) wreſting 
of Scriptures to,our own Dejtruttion : tho' I indeed then, (as well 
as they) accounted it, the. heights of Spirituality and Myſtery, 
upon which we valued and boaited our ſelves, as the only Know- 
ing and Spiritual People : When as Thanks be to God, it is known 
now to me, and all diſcerning Perſons that there was, and is 
nothing in ſuch pretended Heights and Spiritvalities, but only 


+, vain Imagination and Dreaming ; which are dangerous Deceits, 


For as the Light of Reaſon and Senſe dilpels the vain Images of 
Preams : So theſe admitted, would and will cure alt Phantaiti- 
cal Impoſtures and Delufions, for which cauſe they, as well as 1, 
formerly declared againſt nothing {o vekemently as Realon,un- 
der the notion of Carnal, and {o an Enemy to the Spirit ; and 
the thingsof it. True, { muſt needs coatefs now, that there is 
., a Carnal Reafon which is Enmity to Truth and Goodneſs : Bot 

' that (as Iam rightly a 15 not the Reaſon of our Minds 
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bat of our Appetit>s, Paſſions, and corrupt Intbreſts ; which'is - 
not Reaſon truly and properly "fo call'd; na mare than an_Ap 
can be call'd a: Man : And for want of now He diſti ef og 
ing the things which { differ. - Verily, - Firhuflafticks rail” 'vig- 
lently. again all Reaſon, as the grand Adyerſary of the Truth: 
and Myfterys of the Goſpel. Nay, farther'refolving asI did: 
.merly, all afſurance either into, or upon 'a.'bare b let. . the 
"Teſtimony of a private Spirit: For asmine was, fo their Ground 
and Belief of the Scriptures both was, -and is this Teſtimony; 
and conſequently whatſoever is received fr6m hence, bottoms 
there. The Pap:;#:, asit's confeſſed, believed the Scriptures of 
the Teſtimony of their Church, bur that Set of which I was 
'with others, believe them on the Teſtimony of their Spirit +” That 
is in Sober Sadneſs, and the Suggeſtions, and Reſolutions of 
their own, viz. they (like filly Women led Captive ) believe 
becanſe they will believe, finding themſelye inclined'to it : So up- 
on the fame Reafon as has been obſerved ; when the and wil 


on, ard Humour (as mine did ) alters, they then may, and will 
ceaſe to believe; or asI do now believe the contrary : I. ſhall nat 
appeal only to my own Experience, but to that in others alſq. 
For have not ſome vaſtly multiplyed Articles of Faith, by 
making all their private Opinians ſacred, calling them Goſpel, 
and faving Truths ; whereas at the beſt they were but uncertain- 
ties: For being ſenſelek Imaginations; they are uſually falſe, by 
'which they. expoſe the whole Body of Chriſtian Principles to 
Suſpicion, and fo weaken the Faith of fome, and deſtroy that 
of others. So now having given you the Characers of a true 
Church; Namely F:7/, that its Articles of Faith and Doarine are 
' antient, v2. as St, Jude ſaith, That which was once delivered to 
the Saints, Secondly, That it's Pure, and Peaceable: And Third- 
ly, That thoſe things it commands, are both reaſonable ancd'cer- 
tain: And fince for ajl the fine and gay Pretences, I connot find 
ſuch a Faith in theſe two dangerons Extreams, which I have 
fairly and impartially Examined : I will by God's affliftance Ex- 
amine, ard {ce whether that Church, into which I am now en- 
tred, being by Lav Eitabliited, has thoſe Marks and Characters 
of a_ true Faith, which I have betore deſcribed: And F-f, T am 
weitalſured, and fo dare boldly affert, that the Church Ettabliſh- 
ed without fondneſs, or over-weaniog, doth profeſs, and teach, 
the antient Primitive, and Apoſtolick © Faith, havin amitted' 
no new things that are contrary to it : For it was reformed/ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, and the Apoſtolick Rules, and Ways: 
'I ſiy accopding to the Scriptures, as they were interpreted by 
the hilt Geneiyl Councils and Fathers; thoſe I mean next ta 
the Apoſttes, whom we ought to believe; for they then aſſuredly 
pnderſood what was the Apyſtles Poctrines, and, Waysz pee 
- . 4 o- , 7 . © 70 
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_ the Chupeh is truly and rightly 
| -Charafter muſt be trae.——Secordly, Tt teaches us. Righteouſneſs in 
urs, 
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itly oflled Proteſtont, becauſe is portaſth ud 
.azainft the Rimorand SeHlirian Innovations ;. ſp axcardieg.. to the: 


-neral,: nameſy:our duty to God, our NOS a PUT, Selves, m fo 


HR Latitude and extent'6f them : ' for it has no- Shifts, and Evaſions of 
e 


:Repentance and Reformation ; it allows no hopzs of, Salvation- but. upon 
'Goſpet terms: Ir teaches no FraRtiſe that is either Impions, or [may 
xal,-nor indulgeth any by its Doftrine 5 perhaps ſome Rotten Members 
may wink, and connive at ſuch : For the Church it ſelf tells us that whoſbe 
ever is Evil,, muſt know it, by being, Judged and Condemned; Na 
further, the Church teaves no hopes of Salvation, but. is grounded on. 
feflual Repentance, and Reformation z nor impoſeth any Articles. 08 
belief, as neceffary to Salyation, but the antient Creed, and no terms 
of -Communion z but reaſonable Orders and Decencies, as are free from 
.all appearance of Idolatry and Superftition, or any thing elſe that 1s 
unlawful z and as tothe concerns of civil 'Peace, the Church with - 
.and his Apoſtles hath tanght all ative, Chearful and "Canſcient.ous Obes 
dience, both to God, the King, and alſo Subordinate Rulers in all law+ 


ful things, and a quiet Suþmiſhon to the Penaities of nat-Qbeying, when 


the things required, : are plainly or —_ ſs, .to its former Praiſe, 
Renown, and Happineſs, beit ſpoken. So Laſtly. the Church now Efta» 
'bliſhed, teaches no Opinions that needs ſuch a deſperate Courſe to de- 
fend them : For all its Articles are reaſonable, and may he proveds 
or defended by Reaſon againſt all Arbrifts or' |nydels, &c. She ſecures 
alſo the certainty of her Faith, by reſolving it into the Scriptures, the 
true Sear of Infallibility z and the belief ot the Scriptures ( an the other 
han4) into the Teftimony of the Spirit of Gol, which by confirmed Mi- 
racies. Sothat by thefe Three Charatters, of a True and Goſpel Faith, 
the Church to which I am now joined, doth not only profeſs, but prattiſe 
it : True, the beft Church and Religion may he difcredited by its Pro- 
feſfors, and that the Eftabliſhed Religion as ſuch, is falſe, can never 
be wreſted out of the Mouths of thoſe of the Church of Kgme, and others, 
which eek and take occafions to Blaſpheme it ;. till ſuch time as the 
compoſing our D fferences, ſhall take away chat occaſion which they have 
jo unhapp:ly given; and we take Apoſtles advice, to the Epiftle of Phil. 
1-29. 2% to ſtand faſt inone Spirit, w.th one Mind, ftriving 
'gher for the Pa th of the Goſpel, and :n nothing "terrified by our Ad- 
verlaries ; which to them is anevident token of Perdit on,but to us of Sal- 
_ ration, and that of God. 1 know its poſſible (ſome ray not oaly think, 
but ay)that they mgy maintain Charity, notw.thſtanding they break Cam « 
'munion wth an Eftabl.ſhed Church : But Beicv2d, give me leave to tell, 


= nay,to aſſure you that that is next to impoſſible to be done; for whzn Men's 


Differences are about Matters of Religion, then as 1 know by Experi- 


4. >. ence, Paſſion is apt to flide under that fair pretext, and lay claim to Cony 


#c:ence it felt; to that it becomes a piece ot Zeal tobe Uncharitable: But 


© glve me leave to premiſe, that it's not ſufficient for any Man or Woman's 


. Repole, to (ay that they are atted by Conſc.ence, is no other than ones 
preient' 1 eriwaſion. Con{c.ence it {elf then mutt needs le at the Met+ 


+ by ofevery thing that has Power to perſwate it : and hence oftzatumes If 


Cccmes to paſs that whilſt Con{cence atls ſuch if felf,, (as 1, and { dongt 
dcubt but many of you hare ot:ſeried ) is ated by Paſſions, and Weak» : 


'  Refſes & then what has,muft.gr w'll b2coine of theRegularity of w__—_— 
. by = 4 
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buve' done and d6. ' Tam fully petfipaded, . that every Chriſtien detefts q 
'chi?ge of being ſwayed in Matters ofR&ligiong:enher by IntereR 
Perviſhneſs, 'of Pride, or Appetites, or Avertions, or:ſoinething that 
* and Has been either avowedly Evil, or Shamefully Weak. . -- 
' But now I ſhajlnot_ raſhly charge any with being ſwajd'with ſuch, tho' 1 
hive great Reaſon to ſuſpeR that all theſe before-menrioned, have found 
ys to paſs into ſome, nay, I may ſay, into too many Men and Womens 
onſtiences, and there aft as ſecurely as behind a Curtain yea, even at 
— thi time when ſuch were' and are ready to deteft them in their :'aked 
Appearances: To confirm which Truth, I will appeal not only to mine 
yon, but ſome others undeniable Experiences, themſelves being Judges ; 
Nay, have none of you here ever heard of, nor known any who our of 
Wantonnefs of Wit, and Aﬀettation of Singularity, bave made a perfe& 
tiew Motel of Chriftien Religion, by making a God without Ererity, a Sa- 
browy without Satisfattion,and a n&ef without Torinents ; theſe forſoerh, 
Ud' firft admire their Scheme, and then -blieved. it, and ſo became 
Maſters of a SeF; and chus their Vaaity paſſed into Conſcience, Orhers 
there have been, and are of a, Moroſer Temper and Complexion, which 
fafling as it were itito diſlke with thar Sweetneſs Chriſtianity obliges to, 
#4 thoſe Sa'remenrs and Ordinexces which arcthe Tyes of Union,and that 
Goſpe3 that (o' inftantly prefſes it : Theſe (a3 L know. by former Expe- 
rierice, 'bcing one of them) verily have believe that the very GoſpeF - 
Hifi frurions are but Types and Shadows ; aad that every Man and Wo- 
man has a ſurcy Word of Propbehe with:n Themſelves, and that God muſt 
be ſerved withoutall pcflitive Cummandmenrs or Ordinances, &c. Theſe 
(as well as I) know have ſprung into a num=rous Se&; and thus {| 
Complex#on and Humour have paſſed,and doth paſs into Conſciewce. Others + Þ 
there are which you cannot but have heard of, whoſe Coverouſreſs has firſt 
Mmetined them to Teach, and then the Succeſs of their Dofrine has remp- 
ed thiem to believe that the Merits of Humane 7Piery may be transferted 
from' Perſon to Perſon, and tbat the Fruits of Repene.mce may be pur- 
chaſed at a. Price: So having let their Minds grow Groſs and Carnal, 
avd then finding themſclves either too rfiuch ac Lols'in their Devotions, to 
a Pitre and Invilible Being, have introduced ſenſible Objetts of. Worſhip, 
ang humane Mediators, co whom they might” addrefs both with- more 
Boldnefs and Careieſneſs: And thus both Avarice and Beiſtiality have 
paſſed-and do. paſs into Conſcience. | 
Others there are, and have been, which being fond of ſome Opinj+ 
ors; and having no other Foundation to build upon, have (by their 
'Preams and vainImaginations) made them Canonicaltz and being of a + 
temper more Zealous, and Fierce, and having perſwaded themſe' ves 
'rhar all is Sacred that they do. for the Advancement of their own Opini- ,, 
'ons-; and fo have allowed and pradtiſed: Perfecutions,. Murders, and Our-' 
74:es; And thought (as Saul, which afterward was named Paul) that-'n 
ſo doing, t*ey did Ged good Service, 1 hus Foncn'f; and Cruelty have 
paſſed into Confcienc-,—--Others there are, and have been, which being 
'pacafte in their Worldly Circumſtances, and then reflecting upon that 
Myfterious In:imation that Chri:t ſhould ſome time Reign alone upon * * 
Earth, have (as they were willing) believed that that Time was near 
Accompliſhed, and thereupon have cryed dewn all Werld!y Govern » ent as - 
Amticbriſiian, hoping there'y to ſet up King Feſws, and themſelves tv- 
! pFther; And” tfius Diſcuuren:, has jafſed inth Confca:niew—Bur w » 
; | Ttet - 
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| brief, Others there have been 


' Communion. with it 5--on the Peri] of their Souls, bring te 


i, 3 RI 
» and alſo are, which have been asf 
deyated. to an Avccfion tothe Church eftabliſhed, (as I was) even 

Youth; being wariied-to avoid it, and not to haye: an 


s, being told. (as. 1 wad 
that jt was Amichriftiar, Popiſh, Sociiian, or Telggion,; being madeto 


\ believe thatzt's 'Monftrous, without eve being to, Examine 0D - 
| alters 


_ Underſtand it 3.” And being thus bred under Maſters batter «killed: jn Afr: 

firming ſhan Proving, bave been atfo'taught, thac the moſt commendable. 

Faith \$;that which ſwallows pron. withovt any. Rxamigationz and: 

that the more. Reaſon 'o1e hears againft ones Self, the more. Meritotir: 

ous is and will be bnes obftinacy. And thus not only Cnriofity, but: 

Projyties alſo,'aod Cruelty have paſſed. into Conſcience. 
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w what can; or ſhall: I ſay more, if both Men and, Womens Appes? 
| tires, Paſhons,: Follis, -Prejuaices, Pondpell p 7 the ws W.ſhes and: 
Dreams, both may'and 'bave'paſſed intd'C ene, and, preſcribed and, 
governed there, as bytheſe you may underſtand}, and ſome, I doubt noe; 
ere may. by undeniable Experience knqw Nays if bas Fen (by many: 
as well as my ſelf) obſerved that the Matters which theſe of the Reformed 
Church differ about, are very ſmaHKl 3 and the Animoſities both, have decay 
andre generally the higher, and greater : For to our Sham be it ſpakent,'! 
the ſmaller the Diftance, or Difference, the wider the Breach infumuch 
that. moſt can live more Friendly with an fide}, that differs in.the obs: 
je& of . Worſhip, than+ with ancther Chiiſtian that wma ine hone 
Form : The Reaſon whereof, (as conjeQure, and judge), muſt, be this, 
That when/ the, Opinions 'of others are at a great pe ks ;e from Our Own,” 
' thenwe look upon them-as a ſimple Perfwaſion;but when they come neax tw." 
# our, ' we look upon ſuch as a kind of 'Aﬀront, preſuning, that, where the: - 


wary 


— 


* — 


| $9+.9- The Zeal of thine 


| {is tobe padre be GHty Ys ſhort of the Dury, in keeping 3 
; "Love. which __ riftian' owes to ariother, js not. exprefied.; For Broaberly 


:-Diftance is.ſo lictley it is not ſo much the Matter of {Cqntroveriies as 'the- 
Malice of the Party that keeps up the Difference : 'Sq that is 4 Prejudice: 
"Which ,qaturaJly:ioflames Men ant Women to,Reverge, and breeds;av.wet » 
find by woful Experience; even a Canker in Religion, which: inſeakbly: : 
z ea!s-yP rhe Spitit of it, which cauſed the Princely. Prophet we ſay, Pſal + 

Higuſe bath 'egten me.————PFut waving; all this, to 
cecd to the Second Para, namely, What that &ightrouſmeſs is which. 
age, .and. will.make any Plameleſs > Now give-me ,leave $0. ſuppaie; -» 
{ that, that Man or Woman which breaks Communion with.a true Churcty! 

F- which.is: by Law <ftabliſhed, 'tho* they maingain all gether Acg af 6 hariry | 
, as mich as; poſſible, as-to 'bear-no' Malice to any, to: Cenſure none, to 

. | 


all the Coomandutcars,-fince that 


uty 'of Brotherly. Lougn namely; thay'! 


is not'or. at leaſt can*cbe-ſhown but! by Communicating ia. 
SVize Breaking of Bread, and mn Prayers, a$. the Primitive Venthpr ls 


F $i tans. 15 exprefled im; Holy Sqripture z which Offices in all. Ages: hwve*” 


peen looked uponas the riecefſary Tells and:Symbols of, Chrfien Love &ts * 
* But alas? alas ? Diviſiqn.bgth is, andihas been (as Thkncly by AY 
l:nce) the Mother of a great many Erils: For what #n Harveſt was; ape": 
hes it Cas I formerly found) to- wily Seducers? and .what.a Rock-to wits / 


FB&able Mindsz yea, what a Snare to Itching Ears, and\ whatanoppoxton- 


i co Men ant Women of cither wanten (or perviſh Farries to lows the . 


_ {{Zxxe5 of Confylign; Aid what a Provocation ty God ty tufier, .thaes 
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EDN, - ( : F e757 nas; Ty IG 
Mey who can't "apree with one, another, ſhould ſometintey dr other be 
Afered co be; devoured one of. another. ——Bunt 'La#hy,' Some, nay; 
many pretcndthat their differing, or diflenting from4 1rue and eftabliſh- 
6a: Corey becauſe. they canoge Edifie, as. they think ; urifler the' 
Churches Teachers';'and that is the chief if not che only Reaſon, they tt», 
or-cannot comttrunicate with her ; thinkipg it almoſt impoſſible to dice 2s 
much'under Mer Techers, as they .do under thoſe that ſeperate from her. 
And what the trite Reaſon of non-edjfying is, I ſhall now inquire into; 
and:chat beigttow by me perceived, and to you relared, '\[ am afrail wil 


= — 


prove-a very [candalous Reaſon 5, for T find that its nothing but Prejutlice 
that hinders their Edfication : Prejudice I Gy, which wotld hinder fome 
from Edifying, even under the Labours of an Augel::1 am well affored 
that"it hindred many from improving , under the, Labetrs of a God , 
mach "mort then' unger richer ome Angelsor Men ; for without all doubr 
our bleſſed Lord was a mcft edifying Preacher, and yet its evident that a 
great many of thoſe that%eard him were never the better, they were 
inde<d ſuch which fpread abroad II Charatters, and entertained a meart 


opinion. of him, -calling him the Carpewer's Son, « Wine-bibber, a Friend 


Pullicens and Sinners, with which Prejudice they hindred not only them- 

tves, but elſo'others from edifying. 4 Fe Te 

'Aad to conclude this Second Particuiar of my Text, yu me leave once 
more eo tell all ſuch, which (as I once did) dodiflent from the Chorchi, in 
making ſoch ſlender, but gay, and plauſible Prerences, that if they, as 1 
did bace,* think or imagine that theirs is the righe.gnd, true Way. To 
winch I Anſwer, That that is but baxe Thought or Imagination, which 
theyC(as I once fooliſhly did) fo eagerly contend for ;, -and thac which they. 
pow. have,” and do contemn, are all . Poſitive, and Divine Commands, - 
and'Oxdinanees z nay, were ſuch ccxtain, that the Rules' and Ways” 
which they # -pnar were in thejr. judgment, | bEtter than thole- of the 
eftabliſhed Church, @c. yet they may be as certain thit Love and Cha-+ 
rity. are better than theſe : And granting that. Humane Laws are now 
diſpenſable at pleaſhrez; yer T hope that none dare, or will think that. 
the Laws of God' (which” require an ObedienceFhor only to ſome Coin-" 
mandments and” Ordinances, but-toall tobe tzameleſs) are and niay'be * 
diſpenſed with'by us. * Trac, all Opinions piead Scripture for what they. 
ſy-and do, and many pretend to Reaſon, and the moſt to Antiquity : Ages 
I muſt confeſs alt. rs Judgments, and Aﬀettions changes the Thoughts 
aud Imaginatins, Often © ſhiſt the Scene, and what tome: calls Reaſon, 
has proved oftentimes 2 change of Phansfms ;\ ſs that often many ate 
ed by Prejudices; and over-tuled by Aurhority ;z or formed asT have 

' Edvication, 'and {0 fuck in their Opinions. carelefly, or by: acci- 

deat; andare Geep)y ſertled before they have examined yea, when they 

| ej3ed but -by halves; For they ſceing & know but few things, fidge - 
211 the cet bpthoſt they know and ſee.z, fo that ſuch do not either ſe 
che. Tcuth at z1l,: or ae unable to manage a due ayd impartial leargh ot it'; Or when they - 
Rumble upon ity they do not know or Whet: it i$ in their fight, they bozgle, and; ars 
afr#id; and lo ruus away, trom it, or elle. begins w daub ir with vile Aſpecuons, whillt 
be inn or, Shadows, and grow wad of'the lmages of their own Fancies, crying up 

tor Truth and Faith ; Thus Jiſturbiug Societies, and the Peace of Mankind, ro gin 

Credic hole ahh ar Dreams and Fancies, being confident of rheir Opinzans, and even 


« 


rating t which are not of their PertWation, Thus torlaking a cerrayu Duty tor lome 
doubrfil and fooliſh Tenets, If theſe were but conſidered by all, Fond::els rowards Opinion 
would be leſlencd,. ard Charity promoted, which is to necetlary among all Chriſtians, wick 
tac x 1may cane 10 pals, God grant tor Chriſt's take: AMEN, 

wh : F 1 N I S. | 
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